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Synopsis

This book examines the intergenerational transmission of traumatic memories of the dictatorship in
the aftermath of the two first decades since the Uruguayan dictatorship of 1973-1984 in the broader
context of public policies of denial and institutionalized impunity. Transitional justice studies have
tended to focus on countries like Argentina or Chile in the Southern Cone of Latin America.
However, not much research has been conducted on the "silent" cases of transitions as a result of
negotiated pacts. The literature on memory trauma and impunity has much to offer to studies of
transition and post-authoritarianism. This book situates the human and cultural experience of state
terrorism from the perspective of the experiences of Uruguayan families, through an in-depth
ethnographic, cultural, psycho-social, and political interdisciplinary study. It will be a valuable
resource to students, scholars, and practitioners who are interested in substantive questions of
memory, democratization, and transitional justice, set in Uruguay’s scenario, as well as to human
rights policy-makers, advocates and educators and social and political scientists, cultural analysts,
politicians, social psychologists, psychotherapists, and activists. It will also appeal to the general
public who are interested in the problem of how to transmit the stories and meaning of traumatic
experiences as a result of gross human rights violations, the cultural and generational effects of
state terror, and the politics of impunity. This book is essential for collections in Latin American

studies, political science, and sociology.
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